such as David Hay and John Hammond, progressed this approach on the basis that it developed children's spirituality. Spirituality was a new term in twentieth-century education that later became enshrined in the 1998 Education Reform Act of England and Wales.
Academically he belonged to a phenomenological tradition that emerged through the writings of, amongst others, Mircia Eliade. Eliade promoted the idea that we had lost touch with the sacred and, as a result, were no longer in touch with the natural world, our selves, or the language that this required, such as ritual, symbolism and mythology.
This view, on the one hand, encouraged empathy with religious life; on the other, it promoted religious awareness, though not in a sectarian sense, as a form of spiritual development. As John Hammond, in a private aside to me once said, it is about 'doing religion'. One could easily regard this as a return to a form of religious nurture but, just as easily, one could regard it as an appeal to recognizing that our secular western approach to education disregarded the need to attend to spirituality. Perhaps one could say we had thrown out the baby with the bathwater.
Jack wrote a Foreword to one of the books that Jane and I published: Reconstructing Religious Education. He said to us when we asked him to write the Foreword, that he thought only famous people were asked to do that. A mark of his modesty. In reading it for review, a friend and colleague said, it was the best part of the book! Oh well, not what I was hoping for but a measure of his capability! As a record of his contribution to the field I quote a small part of his Foreword below:
'Religion IS narrative; it is theology that has become systematic in keeping with the culture of our age, which holds propositional language to be superior to narrative at all times.'
In reference to William James, Jack amplifies this by saying that James regarded systematic theologians as the soulmates of taxidermists, killing off the natural order to stuff its inanimate form to preserve as museum pieces.' The import of these comments is that Jack regarded the relegation of faith to the substance of doctrine and metaphysics as anathema to the human condition.
Unpacking these comments and enlarging on them we could see how he would be enraged by other ideological movements, whether religious or not, that are prevalent in our present age (from ISIS to neoliberalism), which suppress narrative and personal struggleand by the flagrant disregard of the needs of migrants by modern politicians. Jack was concerned with individual experience and that, in terms of education, meant listening to the narratives of children and young people. Bless you Jack, your voice lives on as an inspiration for those who struggle against the present tide.
On a personal note, when I lost my job at what is now the University of Chichester, he was immensely kind. He and his colleague, Terence Copley, tried to find a post for me at the University of Exeter. Yet of course, at times, our views differed. When I published the Hampshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education, he reviewed it negatively in the International Journal for Children's Spirituality as too rational and conceptual in approach. Also, I gained a negative review on an article I submitted for the same journal (reviewers are not known to the authors but sometimes it is easy to guess who they are). But this did not alter our friendship. It is our job to be adversarial at times, and if your friendships and regard rely solely on the agreement you are not going to get very far.
Jack's support for the International Journal of Children's Spirituality and the International Conferences on Children's Spirituality, along with his stature, were such that he was asked to become the Honorary President of this movement, which he was happy to accept. Our condolences and support to his wife and partner, Fay, go out at this time of her bereavementa small gesture but hopefully helpful.'
The present editors of the journal and executive committee of the Association all offer condolences to Jack's family. We are grateful for his encouragement, support, wisdom and critical commenteach of which have been necessary for the development of children's spirituality as a discipline and will continue to be essential for its future.
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